KVS (RO) Jabalpur

Sample Paper 1

ENGLISH CORE
Class – XII

Time allowed: 3hours                                                                  Maximum Marks: 100

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
(1) This paper is divided into three Sections: A,B and C .All the sections are compulsory .

(2) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary .Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.

(3) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

                                                  SECTION-A (READING)
1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:
1. People in an organisation are hired for their technical skills and are fixed for their lack of soft skills. What are soft skills and why so much importance is given to these skills nowadays? This is the hovering issue at present. That day I was taking an introductory lecture on soft skills. One of my students asked,”Madam,why are you having this lecture ? What is the logic behind learning these skills?” To this question I replied, “Dear, there will be no use of your ample amount of knowledge until you are capable of putting this knowledge into words. No matter how well and excellently you are qualified, till you are capable enough to mesmerize and impress your interviewer with your persona. The way you enter the room while giving an interview makes an impression in the mind of the interviewer whether to hire you or not. You are the mirror of your organisation so the way you are going to treat the customers or the clients, the same way they are going to make an impression about the  company.
2. As it is a very well saying that your tie speaks more than your resume. The body language speaks a lot than words. The way you greet someone reveals about your upbringing and the culture you bring along. For instance, two candidates, one from an excellent management college and another from an average one have applied for the similar post. After screening the resumes, an interviewer called them for personal interview. The first one coming from the reputed college gets an entry but fails to deliver and to prove his accolades as mentioned in the resume. But the other one although coming from an ordinary management college performs excellently well and proves whatever was mentioned in his resume. There is no doubt that an interviewer will select the one with an average marks but with an excellently groomed personality because yours marks are just an entry pass but what works there inside is you and your personality, your smartness, the way you speak, the way you walk and all those factors apart from your academics. 

3.   A   Freelance  soft skill trainers opines, “The soft skills are very much dependent on your character, values and discipline. If one doesn’t carry some values while learning those skills, there will be no use and it will dilute your personality. These skills are needed to polish your overall existence and personality at large and are must for every one”. One has to learn these skills without an option because they create a ladder which leads you to the top most positions which one aspires to reach. No matter how intelligent you are but if you are unable to be polite and friendly with your colleagues, there will be not much remaining for you in the organisation. If you are rude and harsh with your colleagues or with anyone working along with you, there will be no difference between a literate like you and an illiterate like a peon working in the same organisation. 
4. Soft skills include everything from general knowledge, surround awareness, enhancing your personality by keeping a good command over the language you  speak, presenting one self amicably, looking presentable, behaving in a right manner with others. In short, we can say that one has to have a quality of being a “Gift of Gab” which stands for a person who knows something or the other about every thing. Such people groom themselves   through their own hard work and persistent efforts. For being good in your soft skills area first of all you need to shun all the apprehensions and fears which stops and intimidates you   from taking an initiative. No one can teach you soft skills unless you are ready to change yourself in a way your trainer wants to see you. You are the one who can bring a change by practising it on a daily basis .
5. So, without wasting anymore time , start your journey of being a master in the soft skills area too, apart from your hard and technical skills. Remember, no company will recruit a person who does carry those X and Y factors which make their  personality enviable. If you have to make head turns then you need to take care of what you wear, speak and the way you treat others. Networking too plays an important role in improving soft skills loopholes. Meeting and observing people gives you an idea of improvements in your own lacking areas. So all the best and buzz up towards hiring and not firing.
A.1.1  Answer the following briefly                                                      (9 Marks)
(i) What is the hovering issue at present?




1

(ii) “Tie speaks more than your resume”. Explain.



2

(iii) What are the factors on which soft skills are dependent?


2

(iv) Mention any two things which soft skills include?


2

(v) What are the factors needed to improve soft skills?


2

A.1.2 Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following:-
(a) Some thing given as a special honour or as a reward for excellence (Para-2)

(b) Have ambitions (Para-3) 

(c) Desirable, and so arousing envy (Para-5)

Q2. Read the passage given below and answer the question that follow:-   

                                                                                                                          (8Marks)

 A book is a place to discover ocean full of knowledge. It carries information  from all over the world. A book lover never gets bored from reading it and his craving increases with the finish of one book to the start of the other. There are few tips and tricks for reading a book. First time readers  will find difficulties in concentrating but with the passage of time reading will be fun. There is no hard and fast rule for completing a book in 15 days or one month. Read when you feel like reading. This will enhance your knowledge and increase your power of concentration.


First step which needs to be kept in mind is read a book whose subject matter attracts you, reading some thing just for the sake of reading is mere wastage of time and money. Go to the book store and have a glance at all types of books. Then pick up a book which you feel appealing. Never pick up a book because the person next to you or your friends want you to read it. Every one has his or her choice. A person can also check authors and books online and then visit a store to purchase a book.

Second step is to find an appropriate place for reading where no one will disturb you and you can concentrate. Pick up the book, flip through  the pages, gain confidence and start reading. Always remember shape, size and colour of book never matters, what matters is the content of the book which attracts you. If you want your book to look appealing you can cover it with a colour paper of your choice. Once you gain confidence and develop a friendly relationship with the book you will feel like reading it and not look at your watch from time to time and look for an excuse to stop reading and do other stuff.


Third step is to underline all important key words or phrases which attract your attention. Carry a pencil while reading. Under lining important words will help you in referring back to the content which you have read for better connectivity and recall. Carry a dictionary with you to look for words meanings; it will increase your vocabulary. Note down the word meanings in a notebook and read them daily. Also use the new words in written English for better grasp. You can start from one paragraph to one page and thus increase the number of pages according to the available time and reading interest.


Fourth step is to leave a book mark on the page where you have finished reading. This will avoid wastage of time in searching for the pages. When you start reading the next day, just brush up what you had read a day before for better understanding. 


Fifth step is to reproduce the contents in your own words to check your level of understanding. This will help you in assessing your retention capacity and will help in improving your writing ability.


Do not wait, come explore the world of books and discover the key to a successful and fulfilled life.

A. 2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it using recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. Use a suitable format. Supply
 an appropriate title.                                                                                            (5)
A.2.2 Write a summary of the passage in not more than 80 words.               (3)
SECTION-B (Advanced Writing Skills)
Q.3.You are Deepak/Deepika ,the President of Integrity Club .Draft a notice inviting the students of your school to attend a skit presented  by the members of your club on the occasion of the Communal Harmony Week being observed in your school from 19th Nov. to 25th Nov.Write the notice in not more than 50 words.
OR
You are Rohit/Raveena and have been selected for the S.G.F.I. You decided to host a party for your close friends and relatives before you leave for Delhi. As Rohit/Raveena draft an informal invitation in not more than 50 words.             (5)
 Q.4.The Social Service League of your school celebrated ‘Grand Parents Day”in a novel way by organising a cultural programme and honouring them with awards for their meritorious services towards the society. Write a report for your school magazine as Prateek./priya, secretary of your club.
OR

You are Rohan/Rita working for India Today. Last week you attended a seminar on “Corruption: An evil prevalent in society” organised by the Lions Club of your district. Write a report on this seminar in not more than 150 words for publication in the ‘India Today’.     







(10)
Q5. The number of visitors to parks has increased manifold. This raises the question of maintenance and public awareness about environmental cleanliness. As president of the school’s Nature Club , you are concerned about the issue and would like to express your opinion about the same. Write a letter to the Municipal Commissioner, Allahabad. Sign yourself as Rohit Kapoor of Model School, Allahabad.
OR

Vishal/Veena, a student of class XII of 23, Civil Lines, Lucknow is interested in learning languages. He/She sees an advertisement in ‘TheTimes of India’ issued by ‘The Institute of  Foreign Languages”, New Delhi about the certificate course in Japanese offered by them. He/She writes a letter to the Director of the institute seeking more information about the course, duration, working hours, fee structure. Write the letter within 150 words.                                                                          (10)
Q6. You are Sumit/Sudha, a student of class XII.You have interviewed many students of XI and XII about what courses they would like to pursue after XII. Many of them seem to be pressurised into pursuing professional courses by   their parents. You feel that students should be allowed to choose courses to suit their aptitude and liking. 

Write an article on this issue expressing your opinions and giving suitable suggestions within 175-200 words.          

OR
Every activity that man indulges in creates waste of some kind. Some of the waste can be recycled or reused .Infact, the need of the hour is to conserve the earth’s resources in all possible ways. Write an article on the topic “Conservation, Need of the Hour.” You are Varsha /Vineeta , a keen environmentalist .                   
                                                                                                                                (10)                                 

SECTION- C (LITERATURE)
Q.7(a) Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow            (4)

…………realized with pain

That she was as old as she looked but soon

Put that thought away, and looked out at young

Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling,
Out of their homes,

(a) What pained the poet?                                                                                            (1)
(b) What could “she” be thinking about?                                                                    (1)
(c) Explain the significance of “trees sprinting,” “the merry children spilling out of their homes.”                                                                                                               (2)
                                                           OR
Those who prepare green wars,
Wars with gas, wars with fire,

Victory with no survivors,

Would put on clean clothes

And walk about with their 

brothers

In the shade, doing nothing.

(a)Who prepares green wars ?                                                                                  (1)
(b)Why does the poet say “victory with no survivors ?                                           (1)
(c)What is the poet’s desire in these lines ?                                                              (2) 
Q.7 (b) Answer any THREE of the following questions in about 30-40 words:  

                                                                                                                          (3x2=6)
(a) Why are the rural people always low in spirit ? (A Roadside Stand )

(b) How does Aunt Jennifer express her passive opposition ?

(c) What makes human beings love life inspite of troubles and sufferings ?

      (A Thing of Beauty)   
      (d) Whom does the poet appeal to and why ? (An Elementary School Classroom In A 
       Slum )
Q.8.Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words.                 (2x5=10)
(a)  How did Franz’s  feelings about M.Hamel and the school change ?

(b) What forces conspire to keep the workers in bangle industry of Firozabad in  
      poverty ?

(c)  Why was Douglas determined to get over his fear of water ? 
(d)  Why was Kothamangalam Subbu considered no 2 in Gemini Studios ?

(e)  Sophie and Jansie were class mates and friends .What were the differences  
       between them that show up in the story , ‘Going Places’?

Q.9.Answer any ONE of the following in about125-150 words :               (10) 
The story, ‘The Rattrap’, exemplifies the truth that essential goodness of human beings can be awakened through understanding and love .Discuss.

                                                     OR
Why did Gandhiji visit Champaran ? What strategy did Gandhiji follow for removing the problems of the sharecroppers ?
Q.10.Answer any ONE of the following in about 125-150 words :              (7) 
There are moments in life when we have to make hard choice between our                                                                                                                                                                            role as private individuals and as citizens with a  sense of loyalty .Discuss with reference to the chapter  The Enemy .

                                                            OR 

Both Bama and Zitkala-Sa are victims of  discrimination  that is practiced in the society .What kind of experience did both of them go through ?
Q.11.Answer the following in about 30-40 words :                               (4x2=8)
(a)  Why did Charlie wish to escape to Galesburg ?

(b)  How did the Maharaja manage to save his throne?
(c)   In what way can the further depletion of ozone layer disrupt the entire food chain 
       of the South Seas ?

(d)   How does Lamb try to remove the baseless fears of Derry ?
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MARKING SCHEME

SECTION-A (READING)
1.  No marks to be deducted for mistakes in grammar, spelling or word limit.
2. Full marks to be awarded if the student identifies the core ideas.
3. No marks deducted for lifting portion of the given passage.  
Q.1.1     (i) Importance of Soft Skills.                                                               (1)

(ii)  The body language speaks more than the achievements.                            (2)
(iii) Factors on which Soft Skills are dependent are- character, values and
       discipline.                                                                                                           (2)
(iv) Soft Skills include- general knowledge, surround awareness ,enhancing
      (personality ;presenting oneself amicably; looking presentable ,behaving in a
      right manner (Any two points)                                                                            (2)

(v) Factors which improve soft skills-Networking and meeting and observing
      people.                                                                                                                 (2)
1.2   (a) accolades          (1)

        (b) aspires               (1)         
         (c) enviable            (1)

Q.2. If a student has attempted only summary or only notes due credit should be given.For a title given anywhere, marks are  to be allotted. The notes provided below are just guidelines .Any other title, heading or sub heading can be accepted, if they are indicative of the students’ understanding  of the passage .Notes must include main points and abbreviations. Complete sentences should not be accepted as notes.
NOTE MAKING 
Distribution of marks:
Title-                                                                                  (1)

Content                                                                              (3)

Abbreviations/symbols with/without key-any four          (1)
Suggested Notes
Title :Tips/Tricks for Reading a Book 

1.What is a book?
         1.i. place to discover ocean of knowledge 

   1.ii.carries inform.’n  from all over the world.
2.Tips for reading a bk.

   2..i. read when you feel like reading

   2.ii.select bks. whose subject matter attracts you.

   2.iii.Flip through the pages ,gain confidence & read

   2.iv.Choose bks. having good content.

  2.v.Underline key words & phrases.

  2.vi.Leave a bk mark.

  2.vii.Reproduce contents in your own words.
3Avoid selecting a bk 

  3.i/based on friends choice.

  3.ii.on the basis of shape ,size & colour.

4.Reading a bk increases :

   4.i.your knowledge

   4.ii power of concentration

   4iii. vocabulary

   4.iv. writing skills.     
The summary should include all the points given in the notes.
Content:-     2 marks
Expression- 1 mark

(above 90 words deduct ½ marks )

     SECTION –B (ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS )
Here expression and content both must be tested .

Q3. If the answer exceeds 60 words deduct ½ mark.

Notice Writing 

Format (1)

Content :(2)

Expression : (2)

Suggested value points

(a) Name of the event-date, place, time

(b) Name of person issuing notice, designation.

                                         OR 

Informal Invitation 

Format :(1)

Content (2)

Expression (2)

Suggested value points

(a) self address & date

(b) reason for hosting the party 

(c) date,place,time of the party

(d) name

 Q 4.Report Writing

     Format (title,reporter’s name ) (1)

    Content(4)Expression-(5)

    (Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings-21/2 marks.

    Coherence and relevance of ideas and style 21/2 marks.)

Suggested value points 

-Celebration of “Grand parents day”

By  The Social Service League –date, place, & time

-Cultural programmes presented 

Awards presented by chief guest

-views expressed by Grand parents .

-vote of thanks proposed by Priya ,Secretary of the club .

                                           OR
Title : Seminar on Corruption an evil prevalent in society.

-guests &dignitaries

-views expressed by the speakers.

-cultural programme-skit presented

-organised by Lions Club.

-taking pledge to combat corruption.

(150-175 words deduct ½ marks )

(above 175 words deduct 1 mark )

Q5.Letter Writing 
No marks are to be awarded if only the format is given .

Credit should be given to creativity in presentation of ideas.

Format-(1 sender’s address 2.date 3.receiver’s address 4. subject heading 5 salutation 6.complimentary close ) (2m)
Content  (4m)

Expression :(4)

(Grammatical accuracy  , appropriate words and spellings (2)

Coherence and relevance of ideas (2) )

Official Letter 

-

Suggested value points :-
-letter to the municipal commissioner

-concern about poor maintenance of public parks

-lack of cleanliness in the park.

-increase in number of visitors in the park.

                          OR 

Letter of Enquiry

-student of class xii

-interested in doing a certificate course in Japanese .

-seeking information about duration of course ,working hours, fee structure.
Q.6.Article Writing
225 to 250 words deduct ½ mark 

Above 250 deduct 1 mark,
Format (title and writer’s name (1) )

Content (4)

Expression (5)

(Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling –(21/2 marks)

(Coherence and relevance of ideas and style-(21/2 m)
Suggested value points

-parents should not pressurize their ward to choose a professional course

-students should be allowed to choose a course which suits their aptitude and liking.
                                                            OR
Conservation -Need of the hour 

-conservation of the earth’s resources-oil, water

-recycle of the waste material 

-Earth’s resources limited -should be used judiciously

-preserve the Earth and its resources for the next generation

                     SECTION –C (LITERATURE)

Q.7. This question has been designed to test only the students’ understanding of the text. Therefore ,there is no penalization for language errors.

(a) The poet-pained to forsee that her mother may not live long as she had become old.(1)
(b)Probably she was thinking about her daughter’s departure or reflecting upon  her own youth.                                                                                                                                 (1)
(c)The trees sprinting and the merry children spilling out of their homes signify life, youth &  joy of being alive .Youth represents exuberance whereas old age represents maturity, melancholy and lonesomeness.                                                                         (2)
                                                            OR
(a)The leaders do so for political and vested interests.                                                    (1)

(b)In a war lives are lost, So victory is meaningless without survivors.                           (1)

(c)People should shun warfare .They should treat fellow human beings as brothers.     (2)
 Q.7 B.  (on exceeding 60 words deduct ½ mark)

Short answer type questions (poetry)

Distribution of marks :

Content (1m)

Expression :(1 m)

(deduct ½ marks for two or more grammatical /spelling mistakes.)

(a) Rural people –survival has become a  challenge --live with unfulfilled dreams- nurtured on hollow promises –everybody uses them to their own advantage.

(b) Aunt Jennifer-gives vent to her pent up emotions-by creating sleek, prancing tigers-fearless and bold tigers.

(c) The lesson of life is to see the brighter aspect of life -to see a silver lining around every dark cloud.
(d) The poet appeals to governor ,inspectors-to transform the sour temptation of donation into reality.

Q8.Short answer type questions (prose):
Questions to be answered in 30-40 words.

If answer exceeds 60 words deduct ½ marks.

Distribution of marks :

Content (1)

Expression(1)

(a) When M. Hamel  told them that it was the last lesson in French language –patriotic fervour aroused.
(b)  The grinding poverty ; traditions sanctified by caste and religion ; middle men etc.

(c) This handicap prevented him from enjoying the pleasures of life-ruined his fishing  

     trips, deprived him of the joy of canoeing & swimming 
(d) Kothamangalam Subbu’s-sense of loyalty made him identify himself with his principal completely and turn his entire creativity to his principal’s advantage’

.He seemed so close and intimate with the boss that his general demeanour resembled a sycophant.

(e)Sophie-delves in innocent adolescent fantasizing and indulges in hero worship –whereas Jansie is a pragmatist.
Q9.     Distribution of marks

Content (5)

Expression (5)

(Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling-21/2 marks)

(Coherence and relevance of ideas and style -21/2 marks.)
175-to 200 words deduct ½ mark.

Above 200 words deduct 1 mark.

Value points 

-words of kindness and acts of compassion can reform a person.

-attitude of Edla Willmanson-instrumental in reforming and changing the peddler

-Edla’s kind & friendly nature.

-the peddler-did not receive welcome anywhere-afraid of being arrested and cross examined.

-Edla-gave a day of peace and Christmas cheer

-peddler’s gift for Edla –philosophical letter-reflect that he is a reformed man.
                                                         OR
Gandhiji visited Champaran –first hand knowledge of the condition of the share croppers

-free India from British rule through non-violence and truth –called Satyagrah –

.-      -refused to quit Champaran 
-peasants of Motihari-demonstrated around court house- Gandhiji helped the            Britishers to regulate the crowd 

-helped people of Champaran to liberate themselves from fear and inspire faith and confidence in them

-uplift the masses –educating them necessary.

Q10. Distribution of marks :
Content (4marks)

Expression (3marks)

(Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings-11/2 marks)

(Coherence and relevance of ideas and style-11/2 marks )

175 to 200 words deduct ½ mark 

Above200 words deduct 1 mark.

Value points

-Dr. Sadao –An American –trained Japanese surgeon

-saves life of a wounded American sailor during W.W.II
-Doctor’s prime duty to save the life of a patient 

-concerned with family’s well being –reports to General in the Japanese army 

-General fails to send assassins-to kill the sailor 

-Sadao arranges a boat and other provisions –

-helps the sailor to escape.

                                                 OR 

Bama and Zitkala-Sa –based in two distant cultures.

-commonality is discrimination and prejudice.

-belonged to marginalized communities.

-Zitkala Sa –criticises the dogma, code of belief of the Americans & speaks of oppression 
-Bama –observes discrimination –at the hands of upper caste.

Q11 (a) Charlie –unhappy as the modern world –full of  insecurity, fear, war, worry-  wanted to escape

-Gales burg- peaceful town

(b)Maharaja-presented 50 diamond rings-to the duraisani

-paid 3 lakh rupees for the rings-but managed to retain kingdom
 .
(c)Depletion in the ozone layer –affect the activities of the phytoplankton

-which will affect the lives of all marine animals &birds of the region &the global carbon cycle.

(d)Mr.Lamb told Derry to have positive attitude to life

-enjoy the beauties of Nature.

                                 ………………………………………
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	Q. NO.
	Section
	Type of 

Question
	Marks
	Total Marks
	Testing Objectives

	
	READING
	
	
	20
	

	Q.1
	1.1
	i.VSA

ii.SA

iii. SA

iv. SA

v. SA


	1M

2M

2M

2M

2M


	9
	Comprehension

Comprehension

Comprehension

Comprehension

Comprehension



	
	1.2
	a.VSA

b. VSA

c. VSA
	1M

1M

1M
	3
	Vocabulary Testing

Vocabulary Testing

Vocabulary Testing

	Q.2
	2.1
	Note Making
	5M
	5
	Correct format, Proper usage of abbreviations, Comprehension,.

	
	2.1
	Summary Writing
	3M
	3
	Abstraction

	
	WRITING
	
	
	35
	

	Q.3
	(1st Option)

Or

(2nd option)
	Short writing skill

Or

Short writing skill


	5M

Or
5M
	5
	Providing factual

 details, organization,

 fluency and

Coherence

Or

Providing factual

details, organization,

 fluency and

 coherence

	Q.4
	(1st Option)

Or

(2nd option)
	Long Writing Task

(Magazine Report)

Or

Long Writing Task

(Newspaper Report)


	10M

Or

10M
	10
	Presenting factual details,

format, fluency and coherence

or 

 Presenting factual details,

 format, fluency and coherence

	Q.5
	(1st Option)

Or

(2nd option
	Letter writing 

(Long Writing Task) 

or 

Letter Writing 

(Long Writing Task)
	10m

Or

10m
	10
	Format, Organization,

 Coherence, Fluency.

or 

Format, Organization,

Coherence, Fluency

	Q.6
	(1st Option)

Or

(2nd option
	Article Writing

(Long Writing Task)
Or

Article Writing

(Long Writing Task)
	10m

Or

10m
	10
	Organization, Coherence,

Fluency

or 

Organization, Coherence,

Fluency

	
	TEXT BOOKS
	
	
	45
	

	Q.7(a)
	(1st Option)

Or

(2nd option
	a. VSA

b. VSA

c. SA

Or

 a.   VSA

 b.   VSA

c.   SA


	1M

1M

2M

1M

1M

2M


	4
	Interpretation

Interpretation

Poetry appreciation
OR
Interpretation

Interpretation

Poetry appreciation



	Q.7(b)
	Any Three
	a. SA

b. SA

c. SA

d. SA
	2M

2M

2M

2M
	6
	Comprehension

Interpretation

Understanding



	Q.8
	All five
	a. SA

b. SA

c. SA

d. SA

e. SA
	2M

2M

2M

2M

2M
	10
	Comprehension,
Interpretation,
Understanding



	Q.9
	(1st Option)

Or

(2nd option
	Long Answer

Or

Long Answer
	10M

Or

10M
	10
	Content, Organization, coherence,

Fluency, Understanding


	Q.10
	(1st Option)

Or

(2nd option
	Long Answer

Or

Long Answer
	7M

Or

7M
	7
	Content, Organisation, coherence,

Fluency

or 



	Q.11
	All four
	a. SA

b. SA

c. SA

d.  SA
	2M

2M

2M

2M
	8
	Understanding

Interpretation




-

